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And when he was come neere;he beheld the city 
and wept over it, ſaying ,&c.Luk. 9.41. 
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A ALELECEEGES 
Torherruly noble,and my 


muchhonoured friend, Fobn 
Puliney Eſquire. 

Sk; Pr. 
a9 »Y Havecread of gratitude; 
A! F(& in Dirds,and Beaſts; of 
: &@f 4 Lions thankefulneſle 


£ | = to a'Romane.. Captive; 
© FDC: of. a Storke which caſt a 
precious Stone inito the-boſlome of a 
Maide, which had heated her of a 
wennd: VW hich deeds of Naturedoe 
ings me that Gofpel Luk. 10.37. 

ade © tu fac ſzmiliter, Goe thou. and doe 
likewiſe, Nowit-Solowwn thonght' to 
hate cheSluggardIntopains,by ſen- 
ding him tothe bufie Amr; Nethinke | 

O! AF3-. it 
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The Epiſtle 
it, NO Se 1913 to HIP in Na- 
tures Schoole, gratitude of a Eird. 
Thoſe many favours of Love v. hich 
your noble ſpirit hath heaped upon 
me, Jaid ſuch a fſtrickt ſiege ro my 
choughts, that I knew not how tore(- 
cue my lelte,but by this publike decla- 
ration; wherein, whil{t I ſhew my du- 
yl pr clan my weaknefle;'and de- 
ſerve this cen{ure(trom the world) to 
bee a man gullty of gratitude : yet no 
matter, 'tis alefle crime to commu *n 
errour, then to forgeta fri 1:d: at, if 
Nadran did not remember bis maile, 
which told him of the Prophet, I les 
ſay,his ingratitude was a fouler diſcale 
then his leprofie. The laſt Summer, 
when Drvine Fuftice had {cattered us 


overall the Land,your houle was my 
noble 


Dedicarory. 
10ble SanFuary: where faw,as much 
Religion praCtifed,as an Hypoerite can 
talke of ; and fuch reverent contgrmi- 
ty in your private Chappell;thatobe- 
dience might there ſafely ſtand for a 
Lecure; and bending the knee (to the 
Feſws of men!) would not loaſe a yoyce, 
but get a bleſſing. And now,fir,tor my 
royallentertatnement , Ipreſent you 
with apaper paiment,tþs poore Sermon, 
which wear's no coſtly drefle;preach-d 
in a time of. ſadnes,when ſorrow is the 


beſt eloquence. Toyour handsI ten- 


der it, and your religious Lady , who 
(to theglory of her Sex) ſees her ſeltt 
oftner in a Bookethen ina Glaſſe,and 
is {ocnamour'd with ſaving knowledg, 
that ſhe reſembles the Bee, whichrlives 
in honey,or the Birds of the fortunate 

Hands, 
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TheEkpiltl e, &c, 


jlands, which are.nourithed with Per- 
iumes. Now the good will of him that 
dweltin tne Þþ,, preferve you both, 
”andyourvirginl! [1{ter ({econd to none 
in YVertue ) who now increalcth the 
poore with Almes,as the will hereafter 
Heaven with a Saint: and:the God of 
Facob, give you the blefling of Foſeph! 
the precious things of Heaven,and the 
precious things of the:Earth; & grant, 
that what you {owe beneath,you may 
reape above; God Almighty lead you 
by the lands! from Grace to Glory; itis 
theprayer of him whois, and ever vil 
bee [10.30] CY 


1 our vertues 
bumble and devoted ſervant, 
Q. W AITBIE. 
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of 1 
ph! Text 9 Hoſea 6. verſ. 12 « ; 
h - 1. Come and let ws returnt tethe Lord, for he hath tore +; 7 
and he will heale us ; he hath broken.and he will bind 
It, 145 RP. 
2. After two dayes he will revive ws ; the third day he 

ty will ratſe us up, and we fhall live in hs ſight. 

., 2 S928 Ecre are a ſort of good people met 
IS 2&8 (C6 inmy text, andT hope within mine 


Pp cyctoo; and though wearenot all 

D of one bloed, yet weareall of one 

| buſlinefle ; they and wee are now | 
> met, about « retwrne to the Lord. 
' And the time fitly conſpires with 

our purpoſe, for the yeere is now returned; the Sun 

r, begins to returne, and lengthens the day ; after him 

the Spring,and Fowles will tollow : and moſt of you 

nere are returned from your laſt yeerescxile, to your 

owne houſes, O ſtay not behind inthe beſt and chieie 

of all returnes, your returne to the Lord. 
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Here is nofiC in this, needes ſeare Solomons I 2 ſolt, 
woe to him that isalone ; tgggt youwillretanc, you. 
ſhall have a whole Nation bcare you-:company:; 
the twelve Tribes are now ready to. ſet forth :their 
way is our way,their caſe our caſe, even ſmiting and 
tearing, anc their Phyfitian our Phyfitian : oh then 
Ict their voyce be ours,and every one of us ſay to our 
neighbour,astheychere did, Yentite & revertamur ad 
Dominum.&7c. 

The words are a ſtory of the egreſſe,and regreſſe,of 
prodigal chi:dren , acleare chriftall glaſſe , wherein 
may bceſ{cencthe face, and perfect proportion of 
penitent mens convertion.. Een 

Now as Traycllers i0 a morning,. will not ſtay at 
every manthey meetc,to enquirethe way,but having 
tooke good direction intheirInne, paſſe on. with. 
ſpecde. Nomore will I now ftand to:diſpute with 
all expoſitors of the many wayes,which is the beſt, 
but leade you on like Ahimaas by the way ofthe 
plaine, neither marching too furiouſly-, like ſome 
leh s of Rowe , who thinke to winge | Heaven. by 
their ſpurs, nor yet creeping # ſnailes:-pace withour 
lafie Solifidians , who would get to haaventoo when 
they dye, and yet live with theirarmes a'croffe :- but 
leade you tairely on,as /acob did his wives Thildren, 
and in your way deſire youto takenotice of theſe-ab- 
iervations, | 

Firſt,1/7ae/s propoſition, 
Secondly, their reaſons, 

The Propoſition is revertamur 4diD ominums, let us 
retwrne tothe Lord, In tew words they have ſpoke 
much, 


Their 


graves of Arias boadage, he can raife asup : and 


3.9 

Their reaſons. [4s 
7. Drawne from Gods Juſtice, Hee hath torwe , and 
he hath (mitten #5,idco revertamur,therefore let ns re- 
turne. | 
2. Drawae from Gods mercy,and the profic which 
ſhall redoundtous, Hee will heale , hee will binde us 
vp: He is a Chyrurgion that cat healc all ſores, a 
Phylittan that cancurcall diſcaſes, ideo revertamar, 
therefore let ms retarne. | | 

' 3. Isdrawnetrom Gods power and goodaeſſe,he 

can reviveand raife us up ; thongh we are now dead 
in miſery,yet he canrevive us; though baryed inthe 


this with astnuch ſpcedas powerzafter two;dayes he 
will doc it,and if not upon the ſecond, yet hee will 
bee ſure to docit upon the third, & idev reverta- 
wr , come therefore endilet us returne. 
Laſtofall, here'sthe happy eſtate we ſhall enjoy 
after ourreturne, We {bell live in his fprht ; now wee 
{uffera living death iathe 4ſyrianland , where they 


that hateusare Lords'over us, but when 'once wee 


teturne tothe Lord, weſhall live in bis fight. 

In the propofition wee have the Perſons,1/74e/and 
Tudah ;their Act, areturne ;their Objec,to the Lord: 
Wherein they make: | | 

1. Aningenuous confefſion of their faults;they ac. 


| knowledge, thatthey hadgone aſtray,becauſe they 


_ defireto returne. 


2. Here's their faith,in thatthey durſt returne,had . 
they not beleeved in Gods mercy , they would not 


have come backe to him. , «1:6; 
3. Theircharity , they would not fteale to him 11 
B 2  privatE 
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private, nor come alone like Njcodemw by night, but 
all joyne together inthe bandsof love, with a verze, 
Come, let Fs » x 

4. Heer'stheir humiliry,in that they confeſſe, tothe 
elory of Gocs juſtice;withDaniel #4bi Dominejuſtitia, 
nobu confuſio facierum, to thee, O God, belongs juſtice, 
but to ws [miting and tearing, as at this day. 

5. Hcer's their. hope, in Gods power and goodnes, 
that as he can, ſo he will revive, he will raiſe them up. 

6. Heer's their patience, that they would tarry the 
Lords leiſurc, not only to the ſecond, but tillthe third 
day ; 414 bleſſed are all they that wait, Ilaiah 30. 

Laſt of all, whieh is the Crowne of all, they ſhowl/d 


 livein hi fight, which was, They ſhould leadethe life 


of Gracc here, and that ſhould condu@them to the 
life of Glory hercafter:; | 
And thele parts'are diſt;Katiofavi, the voluntary 
droppings of this Honey.combe; which I intend to. 
ſpeake of with much plaineneſſc, the ſadneſle of- this 
time, and ſubje, will admit-no deſcant ; ficke men 
muſt ſigh and groane out their words, the whole may 
: be witty. I begin with the perſons, 1/-ae/ 
and /#44h, and their ingenuous confeſſion, That they 
had gone aſtray, inferr'd out of their venite & rever- 
tammy. 


Come and let us return, 


'F* His life is a journey to another, to a better. life, 

'tis mans way upon carth, ſo ſaid David, I am 
going the way ofall thecarth, 1. X7#2.2.2. andno 
long way neither, *tis but a ſhort walke betwixt « 


Cradle 


(5) 
Cradle and a Grave : But asina Labyrinth, ſo here. 
many turnings there arc, many aberrations,and there- 
tore the Scripture cryes, cavere, take heede, tor 
ſtraite.is the gate, and narrow. 1s the path which 
leadesto lite, and therefote the Prophet 7/aiah, ch. 
30.-21.tells us ofa voyce behinde us, that cryes,0 all 
ye that paſſe on,turne neither to. your right hand nor your 
left : this is the way walke init : The Church is your 
way.the Prieſt your guide,follow them and you ſhall 
finde reſt to your ſoules. 

But alas we are men,8& while we cary about us theſe 
bodies of clay, we ſhall cither fall, as the moſt righ- 
teous man doth, ſeaventimesa day:, orelſe forſake 
the right way,aS Ba4lam did, who followed the wa- 
pes of unrighteouſnes, 2.Pe.2. in many things we all 
offend, and who can ſay, that when pleaſure and pro- 
fit have beckned to him , . he: has not'beene ready to 
ſay to God.,as E/ifbaxdid ro his Maſter, 1. King. 19. 
Suffer me I pray thee togoe kiſſe them, and [will follow 
thee : this is our miſery... | 

O bat her's our comfort,the errors in ourlife are nor 
likethoſe in warre, for which all repentance comes 
too late, no, being out of the way we may get in a- 
gaine; inthe valley of Achor, there was the doore of 
hope left open for us, Hoſ.2.15. and we have a Savi- 


. our, thattooke compafiton on thein that were out of 
the way ; Heb. 5.2. whoſent forth his Diſciples to be 
gnides and leadersto all the World; who lift up their 


voyces like Trumpets, who cry. hes vos, O all yee 
that are out of your way , make haſte backe againe, 
ye that haveturned a(ide, returne ,.thisis your way, 
walke init, 

But 
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But what is it that ſo makesus looſe our way ? 
O'tis ſinne,, and therefare it is called rren/greſſio 
from greſſns,our going;and whereas 1t promiſerh us a 
nearer way and a fairer , astheeves doe therruemen, 
when they leade them intoa wood, yetalas 'cis meere 
deceit, and therefore called the - deceitfulnefle of 
ſinne,Heb.z.13. Tisa Gull,atricke which the grand 
Chearot put upon our Mother.in Paradiſe; .wha pro. 
miſed herthenearct way to Diviemy,but ſhee found 


thecleane contrary, Serpers ſeavxit, the Serpent hath 


deceived me and led me out of the way. In Hebrew 
the ſame word goes forſinne and error, becauſcevery 
ſinncisancrror,a turning out of the way which God 
commandsus to walke in, exe erraxt omnes , (aith 
Solomsn , Proverbs 14. Doe not all ſinners erre ? yes 
they doc : we may ice itintwo places, z.K1ne. 2 1.9. 
where wicked Manaſſeh , who drew 71/rael into hei- 
nous abeminations,ts ſaid go have ledihemm out of the 
way ; Gods way,andthe way of life, into the Divels 
way , and way of death : Manaſſeh led Iſrael ont of 


'the way : The ſecondis inthe 53. Pſalme 3. Goaloo- 


ked downe from heaven upon the children of men, to ſee 
7f any would under ftans and ſerke after 'God , but hee 


. findes, they are all gone owt of the way > ome had 


bought Farmes,and muſt goeſeethem ; ſome yoakes 
of Oxen,and muft goe prove them, and {ome had 
marryed wives,and muſt goe bed them ; that is,their 
affections, like Siſera were nailed tothecarth,and the 
wayesS of God not once thought on:yer let all world- 
ly wanderers knaw that truth of Solomon : There 1s 4 
was that ſeemes right toamanin his ownt eyes , yet the 


end thereof is death + And though finne may feta 
, | IN 271 
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manachaire,asitdid the ſcorner,in the r. Pſalme; or 
aftoole, as it difintheogg. Pſaimwe, yet. they muſt 
quickly be difeaſed of both, and iye 1a Hell, #/2/. 9, 
No Chaire of State, nor Stoole af caſe there. 

Ther's none of us Iam-ſure that would endure that 
man,whoin a ſtrange place (in foule weather) ſhould 
purpoſely fet us out 6F-onr way," elpecially we being 
weary,our beaſts tyred; our Innea great way off, and 
the night at hand:; ſurely/if ever we met with that 
managain,our blood would riſc at him,and we ſhould 
have ſomewhat to ſay , yetſ{inneleadesall outofthe 
way,the way to heaverr, and whois angry who falls + 
ont with that * SEISER I LALPR PESSTINOES © 7 

"It leads the old man ont of his way, who ſhould 
make haſte home,death being cloſear his-heeles; and 
it leadsthe young man out of his way, - and -berrayes 
him to theeves which wound his conſcience, androb 
him of his innocence; and often time cafts him into a 
pir,the pit of deſpaire , from whence there is. no re- 
demption. | 

And therefore, ſeeing-young and old ; ſecing allof 
us, like ſheepe, have gone'aſtrey, - and have turnedto 
. our owne wayCs, Iſaiah 5 3.6.1et us make Haſte backe 
againe : and ſeeing, with the Prodigall, we have gone 
into a farre Countrey ( every ſinner goes farre from 
heaven,and the God of it) our-mouthes being fll'd 
with laughter, and ourtongves with joy, let us come 
backe by Weeping+Crofſe ; and as travellers love good 
company, we have ia my Textallthe 7/rae/ of God, 
who having, like us, travelled into the wildernefle of 
Sinne, are now making haſte backe againe , their way 
is our way ; theirhome;ourhome : ler their faith bee 

our 


>. 


= 
- 
1 
- 
- _ 
— _— SS _ 
oO OO. DE OI 
tt th 


II = 
= OE. —_— 


—_— —_CEERS ==" c—_—c __ A —— FT 
a ) R 


our faith too z and their yoyce our voyce, we ſtirring 
up one another as they here doe, wenite eo reverta- 
mur, Come,let us returne. SO much for the perſons 
and their ingenuous confeſſion : I come to the next 
thing, the Act, which they reſolve upon, revertamur, 


Let ts retUrmue. 


| 2Ve can a man returne when he will : Hath hee 
=— power,asto fianc ſo to convert himſelfe from itz 
Are not the-hearts of meninthe hands of God, who 
turnes them like the.rivers of water « Why then doth 
notthe Lord ſay,Ezoreducam, 1 will bring them backe, 
but ſuffers them totake it out of his hands witha we - 
ite, Come, let ws returne f? 

I anſwere, they are both true ; and the [ecend ſup- 
poſesthe former;our returne, Gods prevcarting grace; 
by which being led, we freely goe,, andthe Lord 
brings us backe to him, yet not without our ſelves; 
that is, God doth fo reduce man to himnſelte, that we 
are neither refractory nor idle;, but contribute to our 
owne happineſſe, as 10n4dab the lonne of Rechab did 
inthe x, of Xie. 10. when Jehu call'd to him , give 
ne thy hand, aſcend my Chariot; {o we muſt obey the 
ſweet motions of precious Grace, which {ome mcn 
reſiſt to their owne damnation. 

Tis true, the Graces of God infinuate themſelves 
by ſecret wayes, and the impreſſions os the will are 
 ex:reamely nice ; all that paſt is, isa dreame, and the 
future a cloud where thunders murmure inthedarke : 
and rhough the matter be plaine, to wit, y0 man come: 
19 chriſt, except the Father draw him, loh. 6. yt the 
manner 


— 


[6 Ti 


manner how, is moſt hidden and ſecret. God drawes 
every man, yet not violently by the head and ſhoul- 
ders; but rather by the cares, with ſweet and gracious 
perſwaſions. 1 led them with the cords of love, Hoſ. 11. 
4- Godled, butthey followed; and leads by peace. 
full love,no rough violence : As the Sun, who breaks 
neither doores nor windowes to enter into houſes, 
but penetrates mildly with his gentle beames; fo 


—_— 2 _—_ 


Grace finds a quiet paſſage into mans ſoule; which 


like a chaſte loye,being taircly woo'd, is moſt willing 
to be won, | 

Indeed, from the beginning it wasnor ſo ; in our 
creation there was Gods hand, faciamas hominem, 
Gen. 1. let us make may ; but in our converſion there 
is (if I may fo ſay) but d;gitms Dez , the finger of God, 
no abſolute irreſiſtable power, forthen man might be 
ſaved without himſclfe, and all the rewards of Ver- 
tue would periſh. in the world. But redemption was 
not wrouz ht to make men idle, and therefore the 
Scripture divides the childe, ſometimes it gives itto 
Gods grace, ſumerimes to man working by grace. 7 
will draw them, ſaith the Lord, Chap.11. and they ſhall 
ſeeke me, inthe veri. before my Text. 


But to leave the diſpute, and come tothe praftiſe : _ 


The Lord at this inſtant , ſpeakes to every one that 
heares me, 7#returne ; and offers grace ſufficient, to 
albthat willgoc about it. Will you ſtand tillas Lors 
wife did; and thinke to be raviſhed to heaven by ſame 
fatall decree? fieno: though mans ſoule bee Gods 
ſpouſe, as 'ris in the 2. Chap. wer. 19. ſponſubo te mihi, 
yet he muft enjoy thy love by willing contrac,notby 


raviſhment. 
. C ; And 


— >. 
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And therefore lafie Faith adew,. Iet us acquit our 
ſclveslike men, like Chriſtians, and uſe that Grace 
which is now offered, and which exerciſe willim- 
prove; and ſceingthe gracious I.ord of heaven and 
earth, knockcsatche doores of our hearts, to come 
backe, ler us anſwere him with David. paratum eft cor 
meum Domine, My heart ts ready,0 God my heart t rea- 
ay ; and {ccinghe calls to us by his Prophet, eye. 3. 
22.0 yeedi{obedient children, returne, and I will heate 
your backſlidings, let us take np that an{were which 
the Prophct made forthem, Behold we come nnto thee, 
for thou art the Lor4our God, Thus much torthe Act 
revertamur : 1 cometothe Object, to whom,thatis, 
ad Dominum: Let usreturne | 


£ 


Tethe Lord. 


T2 Pccantes recedunt a Des, affeituum non locorum [pa- 
t1js, fairh Saint Jerome, S1nmers wander from Godby 
the diſtance of affetiens , not of place; they may go _ 
trom hismccics,they can never goe from his judgc- 
ments :the Prodigall childe, from his fathers houſe, 
went afar.off; bur as by finning, we depart from God; 
ſoby forſaking it, we come bocke againe , neither can 
our converſion be right, unleſle 1: end in him whois 
Alpha and Omega. If thouwiltreturne,® Iſrael (ſaith 
the Lord) returnetome, lere 4.1. {me did retwne, 
but it was nottothe moft Hi- h, in the 7. chap. of this 
Booke. 16.ver. they returned from one ſinne to another, 
5 dogs tothe vomit ,or the ſow that was waſhed to wallow 
in the mire: buttheſe are the Devils returnes, 4 malo 


- ad pejus ; Ours muſt be tothe Lord :Tarne ye unto him 
' ; | from 


1» i 


from whom ye bave deeply revelted,Elay 21. from whons 
we have ſtrayed, to him we muſt goe backe + Againſt thee 
onely have ! ſinned,Pſal.5 1. and therefore to thee onely 
will Ireturne,Elay 4.4. f 

Well, theſe men did ſo,and to the honour of.their 
faith be ir firſt ſpoken, that although they had ſinned 
avaſt heaven,and the Lord of it,and were of ſonnes 
become rebels, yetthey knew, God remained un- 
chargeable, andifthey would returnehe would be 
ſti] cheir father- though they had loſt their way,they 
had not as yetloſt their faith ; they beleeved God 
would bee gratious , though they had bcene . 


{inners. 
And this ſparke of faith did kindle inthema holy 


fire of Chatity, which is the. nextthing obſerveable 
tn therr friendly compellation, wverire, come let wr. 
Though every man had gone atter his owre luſts, 
and ſcattered thcir wayesto ſtrange gods, Jer.3.13. 
yet now they will not onely mend one , but one ano- 
ther , ſuch istheir Charity , that they will not ſtcale, 
bo notto heaven, but ſtirreupallto go; you heare no 
lacie Solifidians credite, nor the Centurions 1c, goe 
thou, go he, but the Saints community, ven/ze, come 
let us. | | | 
And this was that which proved their faith to bee 
quick and legitimate: Faithin God,neither ought, nor 
can bee without charity to our neighbour : Faith is 2 
good huſwife and lives by her worke , ſhecryes for 
them as Rachel did for iſfue,give me children or I die. 
Nos querit que ſunt ſue,ſaith St.Payl, 1.Cor.1z. Shee 
ſeekes not her owne ; ſhe was not ſonobly borne to be 
her owre center,and Divinity,butlike the Sun, to ©o 
oo0d to all, C2 Sts? 


NJ 
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St. Irep. Cals ica preſent fron heaven, thetop and 
7.cnith of all vertacs ,"it is the gate of the Sanctuary; 
wich leades us to the viſtonofthe Trinity, tus the 
_ double ſpirit, which Eizfherequired , wherewith to 
love God and our nczghbour, | 
Younrenot much ro affiit yourſelves to become 
pertc Ct : (faith St. Auguſtine) Love God,and then doc 
what you will : And it you would know whether 
y our love to God bereall ; mark how you love your 
acighbour ; by how much the lines draw nearcr to 
onc another, by ſo much. the more they approach 
the Center: by how much the nearer youapproach 
£0 your neighbour inlove,by fo much the nearer you 
areto God. | 
In the old Law the 7ewes were commanded to htc 
an Oxe or an Aſſe out of the Pit, into which they 
werefallen : Numquid Deo curade Bobus? What hath 
God care of Oxex? turcly he hath more of men, by 
how much man comes nearer to his Nature, than 
does the Oxcorthe Ale : And it was our Yaviours 
charge to St. Peter Lnbte 22, Thow being converted, 
Plrenzthen thy brethren : Peter , loveft. thou me ? then 
feede my fheepe. Woh 
Weeate members of that one body,whole head is 
Chriſt : andas inthe naturall, fointhis myſticall bo- 
dy ; one member has neede of anorher member : the 
head is to inſtru the hand', and the handto guard 
the head ;theeye muſt ſcefor the foote, elle they 
will beth fall into the Ditch : And this St. Paul calls 
the fulfilling ofthe Law, Rem.13.10.Forthe Lawcom. 
mands no more thaiito love : 4nd a more delicate 


warre (faith Chryſologus) was never heard of , than to 
conquer 
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:0qaer all by love : and St.Cypriam obſerves, that all 
£2 velumes of the Scriptures are to be: foundit: this 
one word; Zove, mi this all religion hath her con« 
{ummation. | 

Surely Charity is 2 facred flame,kindled in our 
breaſts by the God of Nature ; 'tis the ſoute and life 
of the/whole World; it knowes no more how to hide 
it ſelfe,than fire does in ſtraw; for as fire will bewray 
it ſelfe by light and heate, ſo will Divine Charity ; 
it gives lightby holy cxamples,and heat by piousad- 
monition, teaching and admomiſhing one 5.5 you Col. 
3.16. 

The Donatiſts would toheavenalone, as wee have 
ſome-, who will allow ſalvationto none, but them of 
theirtaQion:whereas the bleſſed St. Paul would have 
ventured to be accurſed forthe falvation of his bre- 
thren, and theſe good men herejudged it,in glori- 
ous piety ,a piece of repentance,to be repented of, to 
returnetothe Lordalone ; fearing (perhaps) GOD 
would givethem that anſwer, which 7oſeph did the 
Patriarchs : Gez. 42. Tou ſhall not ſee my face, unleſſe 
you bring your brother with you :this made rhem move 
together like the fingers of one hand, like the eyes of 
the ſame head; and in love,that might invite the eyes 
of Angels, locke arme in arme, and-aSif they had had 
but one foule , toſay with one voyce, vearre, comes 
let 5. 

Note againe out of their vexire, what we may think 
of thoſe , who neither returne to God themſelves, 
nor ſuffer others. but are as the Authors of their 
Schiſme, ſo the hirderers of their converſion. 

Truely we may fafely judge, thatthey are not of 
C| 3 _ Chriſts 
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Chrifts fold who miſ. leade his ſheepe : and it was a 
ſinng, which made Lucifer the Divel to draw the An- 
gels away from God ; and they who on cartly goe a- 
bout to divide Chriſts ſeamleſle coat, the Church; 
ſhew that they are not members of his body. 

Union builds Gods Church, butSchiſme pulsi 
downe : and judge you,whetherit be nota greatct itn 
then Idolatry, when it was puntthed with a greater 
vengeance then Idolatry; thegreateſt Idolatry of 1/- 
racl was to be puniſhed with the Sword;Ex.32»butto 
deftroy Church.Rebels, the Lord did a.new thing on 
earth ; and made that earth which fed the peacetull, 
devoure the faftious /ſraclites, who went dowue 
quicke into the grave, and becauſe they. were {a;un- 
worthy tolive, the Lord ſcarce permitted. them tb 
dyc : but gave them that deadly ve of our Saviour, 
I atth.ii 7 Woeto them by whom off ences, come. - 

It was 7eroboams brand ſetupon him by God him. 
ſelfe, that he made //raeſtoſinne, and brought thar 
Schilme intothe Church, whichrent-10 Tribes; not 
onely from the Scepter,butthe God of /#444: As for 
himielfe , hee lived to ſec his Altars cracke under the 
horrour of his new religion , and his poſterity were fo _ 
cloſely purſued by the wrath of God, thar inthe re- 
volution of a ſhorttime, there was not a handtull of 
the duſt of his houſe lett alive upon the face of the 
carth, and the miſerable Tribes whom he ſeduced, 
were Joſt in forraigne captivity, and ſcattered as fo 
much duſt before the wind, orasſo many ſtrawes p- 
ona wrought ſea. 

And thus(in Euſebrus )the famous Schiſmaticke No- 


wats, lworeall his Communicants upon rhe: Sacra- 
ment, 


(15) 
ment, thatthey ſhould adhere ro his Set, and never 
more returneto the Orthodox Cornelis. 


The:Church art unity with herchildren,is the faireft 


among womens bur when once torne inſunder, by 
ſeverall Factions, ſhe prooves like the Levites divided 
Concubine; the horrour and dcteſtation of cvcry 
CYSs Et 

The ſpeedieſt way to ſet a man at variance wich 
God,isto be at oppoſition with his brother; ani whar 
a ſhame is it , that Theeves and Murderers ſhoul goo 
more friendly to heil,than Chriſtians doc to 162 v« n, 

O that our Novattan brood, they of the {cparitio!, 
would conſider this, who diſpoſe H-uven to nv! e 
bur them of their brother and fiſterhood ; would 
they would remember , That heaven was:made for 
more then for themiclves, though they entitle God 
to acruell Decree ,and paflethe ſentence of Reproba- 
tion,upon ali that arc not as mad as themſelves : Yet 
maugre theirmalice , all are their brethren that can 
ſay, Our Father; brethren by a threetold tye that is 
not caſily broken , by the ſame Father, God ; by the 
ſame mother,the Church; by the ſane Redeemer, 


Chrift : And therefore I will beſcech all Chriſtians, 


in the powerfull words of an Apoſtle, x. Cor.t. 10. 
by the Name of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, that they would be 
perfectly joyned together inthe ſame judgement, and the 
ſame m:nde, that yee all ſpeakethe ſumethings, 

And. it ye.now hope to'tecſtabliſh your bro':ecn 


peace with God, you n:uſt be at unity with his Te fees 
Church; Letthe ſeditious man, who ſowed his tares roſwich.. 


by might, his Pamphletin your ſtreets, rayleon, till 
the accuſer of his brethren.(rke Devill ) who {er him 
on 
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of worke pay him his wages :as for our ſelves, the 
way to recover Our union wich God , lies in the hap- 
Py agreement with one another , when you-all ay 
with one heart and one voyce, what 7ſrae/ here did, 
ventte o& revertarur ad Dominum.come let us,&c. And 

fol paſſefrom rhe propoſition, with its adjundts, faith 
and charity , tothe rea{.zns, whereof the firſt is drawa 
A Tuſtitia Det, from Gods Inſtice. 


For he hath torne, and he hath ſmitten as. 


A Nd this may ſeeme aftrangereaſon, that a man 

fhould returne to him,by whom he i» ſore woun- 
ded ; and kiſſethat hand , ro whole ſeverity he owes 
che loſſe of blood x as if David ſhould embrace Saul 
for running at him with a javelin. 

Yet ſuchis the wholeſome power of afflition,that 
whom faire wordscould not returne , rough blowes 
will bring backe againe ; andthe Prodigall childe did 
more at the urgence of hunger and could,than at the 
tcares, and oratory of his Father, 

70pah infaire weather would be running from God, 
but the tempeſt andthe Whale brought him backe 
againe. Nay, a Dungeonfreed Hanaſſeh from the 
Pit of Hell ; had he not beene chained in Ba61/0n, he 
had gone on in finne, till hee had beene bound hand 
and foote and caſt into utter darkneſle. lhe 

This people, who in proſperity,(like Balaam) rode 
poaſt to ſinne, yet when Divine vengeance drew up- 
on them,asthe Angel did upon him, then downe up- 
on their faces,and cry, 1f:# d:ſpleaſe the Lord , wee 


ll 7oe backe aga4ine, Numb. 22. Theſc who before 
made 


ſought him,Pſal.78. 
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made the holy one of 1/74e/roceaſe, yet now the 
rod is upon them, ſue to him without ceaſtag, and ve. 
rife that which'the Lord ſpake inthe veric before, 
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'* inanguſtys mane requirent me, intheir afflictions they 


will [ce:c mecarely, 

Truely 1n this, men uſe God, as children doe fruite 
trees, throw {tickesat them in faire weather, but 
whenonce a ſtormecomes, runne under them for 
ſhelter, 

The Lord could not otherwiſe ſcowre 1ſyae], but 
withthe file ofatflictions ; they would not looke to- 
wards their Maker, . untill the deſtroyer was come 
forth ; nor turne backe, till judgement trode'on their 
heeles : this indeede prevailed more with them, with. 
out ſpeaking a word, than God,and all his Prophets 
could with their paſhonate Sermons, 

1 he Almighty threatned them two verſes before 
this: 1 will be 4 Lyon unto Ephraim, and as 4 youg Lyon 
to the honſe of Jadah; I will teare,even I, and none (hall 
reſcue them : yet threatning would dcenogood 5 no 
newes as y<t of theirconverſion ; but whenthe wrath 
of God had brought the 4ſyria»troopes into their 
land,and they beganne to: bathetheir{ſwords in their 
bowels, then every man to his knees, O Iſrael ! 
venite &revertamur,, come, dndlet usreturne tothe 
Lord. $36 

O how powerfull is Juſliceto ſave , whengrace 
comes withit :theſe, who before forgat God and 
themſelves ; yet now intheir miſeries remember 
both:they, who before ſought after pleaſures and pro- 
fits, yet now when the Lord ſlew them, then they 
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*Tistrue, Reprobates will notowne Gad in his 
Judgements, unleſfe extreame z nothing can ftartle 
ſome but thunder;yctgood natures will repent at the 
firſt blow , and like eracions children, kneele to 
the mothers for mercy at one whipping. 

Theſe mencoutd diſcerne the Lord through the 
thickeſt troopes of the Aſſyrian Armies, and inthe 
middeſ{tofttheir ſwords,contefic it was his hand, nor 
King 1areb,nor Salmanaſer,norchance , but Dominus 
raput the Lord hath ſmittenas. 

And thus, as in Sampſons tiddle, Ont of the Eater 
came forth meate,wiicn out of this tearing Lyoa they 
could gather thc honey of comfort, making Gods 
wrath an argument of his love, and returne they will, 
becauſe he hath iinittenthem. 

Now their arg ument may bee framed thus - *Tis 
Gods Nature( lay they)to puniſh where he affects, 
and rochaſten every ſonne whom he loves: Now like 
2 juft father, he hath ſmitten us, but to breake our ſto- 
macks,not our bones ; though he puniſhes our fannes, 
yet he pitttes our humanity ; like a wiſe Chyrurgion 
he hasrorne us, yernot to kill , bur cure our feſtered 
ſores : hee is ſalxs 1frael, Jer. 3. the health of iſra'll; 
therefore let us returne. | 

And thus,like 7ob,chey acknowledge affliction com. 
meth not out of the duſt, nor miſery ſpring oat of the 
earth ;and thercfoere reſolve with that Champion of 
heaven, Though the Lord teares and flaies us, yet will 
we truſt in him. 

And hapry are they who ſo kifle the ſonne, when 
heis firſt angry, and fall upon their xnees, before his 
whole diſplcaſure beearole ;ateare may doe "_ 
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witt. God in time, which afterwards aſhower of 
| blooadcannot. 

” | Butthrice miſerable they, who whenthey fecle the 

p rod, yet willnot fee the hand, burarme themſelycs 

with Paſt- boord agaiaſtthe murthering Canon, and 

« begge of the creature helpe againſt the Creator, 


Thus 4/a1n his diſeaſe ſought to the Phyſitian,not 
TT  theLord : thus Jobs Wife in herhusbands miſery, 


s when the ſhould have kneel'd to Prayer, fell to cur- 
ſing - Thus wicked Ahaziabturn'd from the God of 

” : 
' Iſrael, to ſeckehelpe trom Baalzebab, the god of 
4 Eckron;butalltheſe knockt ata wrong doore, and 


tooke great paines to goe tohell : Thom turneſd man to 


, deftratZion:(ſaithDavid)Againe thou ſai ft,come again 
ge children of men: And as Hannah lung, x of Sam. 2. 
It is the Lord that kils.. and. makes alive, that brings 
'3 downe to the grave and lifis up againe,ideo revertamur, 


n crics 1{rael,therefere letwi returne:and this isthe firſt 
- argument :the ſecond is: drawne, 4 miſericordia dei, 
s ' from Gods mercy. | 
6 | . He will heale he will binde us up. 

Metaphor taken frem Phyſitians and Chyrut- 
44 geons - the Sepruszintturnes it, alligabit ſicat faſ- 
c cys,he will binde us up as with ſwathes, as Chyrurge- 
1 ons doe forestill they are whole : St. /crome uſes the 
| word ,i]z, linteola, Linnen ragges put by a Chyrur- 
in | geon into wounds;, toeate out the corrupt mat- 
C ter, 
y © _ Indeedin Ifraelsxecovery the Lord uſed much 
at  Art,and played the skilfull Chyrurgeon: firſt he ap- 
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applyed ſharpe corroſives to cate outthe feſtered 
corruption; judgement to eate out finne ; then he ſup. 
pled their broken ſpirits with his mercy, and ſwathed 
them witha gratious pardon :fo David: Hee fergives 
thy ſinnes and heales il thy infirmities, Pſal.103. 

7 heir difcale would admitno Phy fitian but God: 
ro him alone bclong the iſſues of life and death : - the 
balmcs of "wt Teaþt antidotes tbo weake ; fot the 
oylc ylc oe Scorpion muſt heale his owne binge, and 

the fight ot the arch Serpent expel[the poyſon of 
the fiery Serpent, 

Inthe chapter before, ver.13.When Ephraim' ſaw 
his ſickneſſe, and Tudah his wound,then went Ephraim 
tothe Aſlyrian, and ſent 18 King lareb for helpe, yet 
_ he not heale, nor care you of your wound. 

Mo ſaid ler. 3. in warner: ſalvation hoped for from 
the Hils and mountaines(the K mgs and great men of the 
earth );God is the health of-Titael, wer. 23. ſo that now 
they conclude with Solomon, Proverks 21.There is nci- 
ther prudence, nor tountell, wor wiſedome againſt the 
Lord: Whatisthe Phyfitian over his patient without 
God? but abufte Ant Arivins to: put lite } inNtoa moun- 
taine. There is no flying from him, but to him; from 
the hand of his jiſtice,to the arines of his mercy ;and 
looke how muck the arme in length- exccedes the 
hand ; by ſo mueh his: mercy,torhe penitent, is EXten- 
ded beyond his juſtice. 

O'thisisa ſafer Sanuary,thanwvas ROWE ES hal: 
lowed Temple : his-favour is a ſtronger proteRion, 
than ever were the hornes of the Alrar,and therefore 
the Prophet calls them | the ſure mercies of David: 


Mens mercies ate ſoinatimes cruell.alwaics eceiiful; 
bat 
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but Gods are ſure mercies, ſuch as never failed any 
ſoule that truſted in him. 
Andthoughthe ſame Phyficke which helpes an A- 


gue,will not curea Fever, yet the ſame mercy which 
helpes the ſoule of one fine, can cure it of all : Re- 


turne to me,({aith the Lord) and 1 will heale all thy Re- ” 


bellions,Jer.z.22. 2 
And therefore out of this booke , let me take up 


one peeble, to throw againſt the brow of the Gyant 
Deſpaire : though the Lord, like an inraged Lyon, 
does ſmite,and tearc us with his judgements, yet wee 
here learne,if we will returne,he wil heale us, hee will 
binde us up;and why will he? O , becauſe with him 
there are multitude of mercies,with him there is plen- 


reous redemption ; and with this hope, Ifraet 


in captivity', did now even guild their chaines. 
It was. propheſted in the fourth' of Malach: 

ver the ſecond : Ynto them that feare my name fhall 

he come , with healing upon his wings - Who is 


(Hee)that ſhall come * O'tis Meſ5:ah the Saviour of 


the World, hee 'thall come with wings, to ſhew his 
ſpeede,that he will even flye to be mercifull, 
Secondly, he ſhall come with infinite vertue, and 


unſpeakable comfort:, hee ſhall come with healing 


upon his Wings; andtherefore never feare your {+ 


abit, but God will heale,and bind you up ; and this 


is the ſecond argument: The third is drawne, A pozez 
tia, bonitate Dei, from Gods power and gooaneſſe. 
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After two dayes hee will revive us, thethird day hee 
will raiſe as up. ot 
[A Mong many opinions, oftheſe dayes,I willname 
but one , and that is of them, who by two dayes, 
underſtand a fhort time,by the third, a longtime, and 
both of them uncertaine, whoſe accompliſhment 
they might not know, but ought to expect;and bleſſed 
is he that waites,{aith the Prophet, Dan. 12.but curſed 
is he that ſaies withthe King of 1ſrae/ , Why ſhould. ! 
waite upon the Lord any longer,2.King.6.33, Nowit 
two dayes beetaken for a ſhort ceime, thenthe argu- 
ment runsthus : 

The time whercin weare to be afflied,isnolong - 
time,thereforc never deſpaire,'tis buttwo dayes, no 
more,and theretore( O yee {cede of Abraham) bearc 
your Croſſe with patientſpirits , your atflictions are 
not everlaſting atflitions, though heavine(ſe may eu- 
dure for a night, yet joy will come inthe morning, and 
1tnotthe firſt, yet_ſure enough upon the ſecond, 
Poſt biduum,after two dayes he will revive us. 

But if the third day bee taken for along time , then 
thus : The Lord can raiſe a carkafle, as well after three 
dayes, whenit beginnes toſmell and putritte, as the 
firt day and houre itdyed. Z/iſhas Coffinraiſeda 
man that had beene many yeares dead, as cafily as Z- 
lias did the' childethat had beenſo but a few houres. 
Now if Prophets could doe thus, ſurely the God of 
thoſe Prophetscould doe much more;and therefore, 
although three daies(thatis along time)we have laine 
i1the grave of our captivity , yetthe Lordcanr.i!c 
us up. 


Some 
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Some have undertaken to ſhew theſethree dayes in 
the Chapter before my Text, at whoſe, 14. ver. the 
Lord ſaid, Hewonuld be a Lyon to Ephraim, and Iudah, 
and would reare them as a Lyon doth his prey, and 
{e]l chem for nothing tothe Kings of 4ſſyris and Ba- 
by'on : and this may be the firſt day , Dzes Cywcis, o& 
Mortis, The day of their death. 

Secondly, atthe 15. ver. 7 will 206. ſaith the Lord 


to mine owne place, I will waſh nune hands ot /ſraef, 


as a people thar are dead, and buried; they ſhali ie in 
deſperate captivity without Prince,Prieſt, Zphod,and 
Teraphin ,and this is the ſecond day , Dies ſepmiare, 
The day of their buriall. WE ances 

Thirdly, the Lord ſayes in that ſame ver. he would 
nor forſake them for ever , Dorec, Y ntill they acinow- 
teaged their faults, and ſought him, no longer : ſhew- 
ing thatatter thoſe dayes, ot death, and buriall , hee 
wou'd returne, and put new lite into his people;which 
is to be underſtood, not carnally, bur ſpiritually ; and 
reſpc&s not onely their deliverance out of Babylon, 
but their freedome fro:n the flavery of finne,and hell, 
to beaccomplithed ere long by Emmanxel,the Savior 
of the world. Now, out of their Yiwificabit we may 
learne, that mans beſt life comes from Gods grace : 
unlefle he revive us with his Spitit , wee are dead in 
finne, like the Widow in pleaſure : 1 Tin. 5. She was 
dead, though alive. 

Secondly, theſe men buried in mileries; cry, Y:ve- 
ws , We ſhall live ;to teach, that life 1s ro be hoped 
forinthe jawes of death;and though the Grave gapes 
never ſo wide, yet it cannot devourethe Article of 
our Reſurreion. Wherefore my ſpirit and fleſh *Y 
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reſt in hope ; far though after my skin, wormes deſtroy 
this body , yet with theſe eyes I ſhall ſee God, 

1 hirdly, hereare Gods chilurenin the darke night 
of Captivity, raiſing arguments of comfort, to helpe 
one another ; teaching that man ſhould never deſpaire 
of Gods goodnefle, or his owne Salyation, but to be- 
leeve in hope, though againſt hope : He thar is good 
ro himſelfe, ncede not feare that God will be ill to 
him. 

Would time permit, I might ſhew youhow thisText 
was verified upon Chriſt, and how upon cack Chri- 
ſtian; how Chriſt had thele three dayes of Death, Bu- 
riall, and Reſwrrediou, upon; whom God did let fly, 
likean enraged Lyon, did teare, and ſmite him in 
the day of his fierce wrath ;and how each Chriftian 
muſt drinke after him inthis bitter cup, and in this 
life paſſe through the ewes purgatory. 

But I haſten tothe period of all, which like 7obs 
latter end, is better than his beginning ; which ſtands 
like a beloved harbourbeyond a churliſh ſea ; which 
looks like acleare Heaven after a batraile of clouds; 
and thunder ; *ts Yi/zo Dezatcer all theſe tearings,and 
{mitings, deaths, and burials, Yiveme corames, 


We foal live in his ſight. 


A Ndthis is no meane happineſſe, tolive in Gods 

ſight ; in the laſt Chapter, the. Lord tarned his 
backe upon them, and did what hethreatne® ; ler 7. 
IS. I will caff you 0ut of my ſight - And this C4iz CO: i- 
fefled to be no light puntih:nent, but 6n= greater 


_ thanhecould beare, Ger. 4. 14. Behold, thos haſt dri- 
6G Ven 


ets 
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Ven mee ont this dey fromthe face of the earth, and 
from thy face ſhall I bees bid ; and it ſhall come to 
paſſe, thatevery one that findes mee, ſhall ſlay mee. 


' Some affirme,, chat wherelovever Caize ict his 


—_—_— N———_O—— em. 8 — 


- foote, the carth trembled : and Procopros adds atra- 
: : Cition, that hee perpetually ſaw certaine Spedtres 
L with ſwords of fire, which brought horrible af- 
) trightments upon him ; thetruth whereof I know 
not. | 
8 Yet this I am ſure of, no ſword could be more 
c ficry than that of his conſcience, which every 
je moment, with hidden launches,did open his breaſt 
' and made him thinke every creature he met, ow- 
n - ed hima murder, 
n And ſuch is the eſtate of eyery one whom 
1s God turnes his backe upon ; but now,it was /ſrae/s 
: comfort, that the Lords face was turned to them; 
bs ' his favour, and protcction ; and though hitherto 
is | they had beencaſt out of both, yer nowthey ſhould 
h live in his ſight. 
Sz ? Ina word, the lite which the Prophet here 
1d ' meanes was primarily, a temporalllife ; ſeconda- 


rily,an cternalllife ; abſolutely the life of Grace, 
by confequence,that ot Glory:So theChaldeepara. 
renders my Text,vita donabit nos in dicbus conſole- 
$1 enis qui venturi ſunt in dic reſurrectionis mortuork 


CS  ſuſcitebit nes, vivemus coram eo. | bat is,wee ſhall 
Mis | leadea happy life here , and a glorified life hereafter : 
7» | theſe twofollowing one another , like the twinnes 
Wit : out of Rebecca's wombe; the later laying hold upon 
cr ; the former,and more then theſe two, no covetous 
T1- | Jewcould deſire, 


ven | E  Ican- 
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I cannot ſtay to ſhew you how this Prophefte 
was verified upon 1/rael & 1uaah;whom the Lord, 
aticr ſcventy yearcs captivity, raiſed from the 
graves of 4//jrian bondage,and broughtthem back 
to that 7eruſalew,which they beheld with as many 
tears of joy,asthey remembred with ſorrow. wher 
they ſate down by the Waters of Babylen;where again 
they lived in Gods ſight,until new ſ{innes provoked 
a more conſumirg wrath,and the Romans,tor cruCi- 
fying theire innocent Meſsiah , made the Jewes 
blood as cheape as their mothers teares. 

The tew ſands which are yet behinde, ſhall run 
forthin a ſhortreview of my Tcxr, by way of ap« 
plication ;zand ſo Ile commend youto God. 


Come let us returne to the Lord oc. 


[i Ad Hoſea uttered his Prophefie the laſt yeare, 

it would have beenc hard to ſay, whether hee 
meant 1/racl or England :the Sceanesare the ſame, 
oncly the Actors differ z both of us have beheld a 
Tragedy commenced in our Owne bloed:/erxſalem: 
bore thc firſt part, Lonwdonthe ſecond. Lord how are 
we ſpsyled? (aid the Prophet of them 3 and may not 
I ſay fo otthis places A City undone,and no man 
the richer : Above 12cooflaine,and noſword ſeen; 
Lord how are we ſj oyled * How is leruſalem become 4 
deſolate widow * It was the Lamentarion Oi Jere- 
miah,and may it not be revived vpon Loxden? how 
was ſhe forſaken, not oncly of her chiidren, but of 
her God,and many moreths fate, like Rachel, wee- 
ping for her children and would unt be comforted be- 
cauſe they were note Your 
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care, 
x hee 
ſame, 
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falems F 
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Your doores which were uſed to be openedto 


your fricads,were ſhut upby diſeaſe ;and che yery 
calements whereat you tooke the breath of lite, 
did letindeath : ſo that wee may cry with 1/rael, 
The Lord hath torne, and the Lord hath (ſmitten us, 
and as the Magicians ſaid oithelice of Z2ypr, Exod. 

8.16. They were digitus Dei,the finger of God; Wee 
may of our Viſitation, *rwasS manus Dei, the hand of 


God; and therefore we call it p/a74,4 ſtroake, a blow 


| from heaven, 


Yet ſee the goodnefle of the moſt high ; no ſoo- 
ner had we,by the appoyntrment of our moſt graci. 
ous Soveraigne,run to the ſecond of 79el, and pro. 
claimeda Faſt; called a ſolemne aſſembly ,and cry- 
ed with 1ſrael, wenite & revertamur,0 come. let us 
returne untothe Lord. Butthat power, who repen- 
ted of making us, did alſo repent of deſtroying us ; 
and ſaid, My Spirit ſhall not alwaies contend with 
man, leaſt the ſoules which 1 have made , fhould faile 


| before me. Iſai. 57. 


And as leremiah cryed,Godis the health of Tiracl; 
Chap.z.ſomayI, God is becomethe health of 
Londes : it was notthe Froſt, ner rhe Snow, nor a- 
ny of natures colds, throwne downe trom thoſe 
moving ſhops of Meteors, but Dominus ſanauit,the 
Lord hath healed,the Lord hath bound us up. 

And now let me dire my ſpeech to you, right 
Honourable. and the inhabitants of this City , and 
lay inthe words of the Saviour of the World ; Art 
thou made whale? ſinne no more, leaſt a worſe thing 


happen tothee + though yee have eſcaped the laſt 


yeares contagion ; yet there is a Tophet in 


E 32, Iſaiah, 


(25) 
Iſaiah, where plagues are eternall. 


And therefore let every man beginne a reforma» 
tionat home,&asthoſecryed out, much more will 


I, every wan t0 his tewts,0 Ifrael ; to his conſcience, & 
London. Now looke to thine owne houſe Datid. 


[make no queſtion , but much coſt and labour has 
beene beſtowed in ayring and cleanſing your hou- 
{es ; but it isro no purpole, unleſic you ſweepe our 
{11ne, which Solomoncalls, the plagne of the heart; 
rurne that out of your ſhops ard conſciences, it will 
proveabetterantidote, than allthe Pitch, Rue,and 
Franckincenſe inthe World. 

_ Infet the aire no more with your oathes and 
courteouSequiyocations ; make not your ſelves 
worſe in belying your wares, that they are better : 
the moſt winning cloquence a tradeſ-man can 
ſpeake, is truth, and the beſt way-tothrive apace, is 
tO Pray. | 

Look not upon thenextlife,as Mathematitions do 
at heayen,through a cranney,or hole out of a darke 
Chamher, which renders it poore and ſmall ; not 
yenture your hopes of heayen,like Cain, to butld: 
upon earth. 

Raiſe not the walls of your houſes with theruine 
of Gods houſe,or your neighbours ; nor 'pay your 
Ledurers with your Parſonstithes : Tet not the 
wrack't out-blood of the Tenant cry-againſt-you, 
nor your workmens wages be kept backe.. 

Uſe not falſe lights, and a decei:tull ballance, 
wherein your ſoules are put and found too light, 
An belceye me,before it is roo late, Godlineſſes 
15 zreat gaine ; and. there's no ſuch policy mn this 

Wortd, 
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! World; as to bee an honeſt man, / 
' __ Andyoumy Lord,and your brethren,to whonr 
the government of this City is committed, I know, . 
you have taken allthecourſes, that wifedomecan 
thinke of, to ſtay the infection , when there 1s bur. 
one way to doe ir, thatis, to make your Citizens 
©00d : bur you will ſay,'tis God that muſt doethis, 
you cannot z tis true, your part is only co ſhew them - 
the way by a good example : and ſceing your ſpt-. 
rit isthe fiſt wheele, whereunto all others are fa(t- 
ned it is neccſſary that you give a good motion ;- 
tor itisheld by. ſome Aſtronomers, that when 
the Sunne ſtood till in the time of 7oſhnah , the 
Moone and Starrcs kept the like pauſe. 

Now, if you that are Governours, would have 
the Plagwea ſtranger inthe City , then ſee that in 
your Courts of Iudicature, juſtice and mercy kifle 
each other : Let juſtice runne downe like water, and 
righteouſneſſe as the river, Amos 5.24.1t will clenſe 
the City better, then all your Conduits let looſe 
upon Sundayes, | 
Suffer not the wicked Advocate, who plowes 
lies,and exchanges God for a bribe , to put Trueth LIT 
' __ uponthkeRack,and (treich a Clients cauſc with ce- 
' lIayes, asthe Shoomaker doth Leather with his 
teeth : theſe men are our Plagnes inthe times of 
healrh, and ir put Gods mercy to a ſtand, when 
in leru{alems there was not found a man that executed 
Juſtice, ler.s.How ſhall I pardon thee for this? (faith 
the Lord,ver.7, | | 

But God hath ſet you on high to no other pur - 


poſe thento puniſh vice beneath you. and if you. 
E 3 (uffer 
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!ufferthattoriſe, it will trample you under foote ; 
and therefore,continue my Lord , likea good Me. 
ſes,to ſtand inthe gap;pleade before God the caule 
of his peopic with your prayers , and before his 
peoplc,the cauſe of God with your ſword. 

Andletme beſcech all that heare me , that they 
would leave no ſparkes of {18ne raked up intheir 
conſcicnces, leaſtthe fire of Gods wrath breakes 
out againe more furiouſly the next ſpring. 

Venfie the firſt partof my Text, Retwrye to 
the Lord with all your hearts with all your ſoules;and 
he wil: verifie the tecond,ſanabit heewd heale, hee 
will binde us up, 

And ihuugh for two dayes,you,and your ſhops, 
and yourtr: dings have laine dead, yet there's a 
third day,wherern God will raiſe younp, and make 
you l:wvern bis ſight, where Divine protection ſhall 
waich over you here,and keepe all Plagues from 
your bodies, as the Nurſe does flyes trom the 
facc of her {leeping childe, till you enter into 
the othcr-viſton of God, the fight of Glory; 
where our miſeries can have no beginning, nor 
our felicity any ending ; where youth ſhall not 
waxeold, norhcalth impaire, . but theſe bodies, 
which arc now the ſhops of all diſeaſes, ſhall be- 
come asimpaſſible as Angels, asſubtile as rayes 
of light, as radiant asthe Sunne, and as (wift as 
the wings of thunder, and we fhall lead no other 
lite than that of God ; of the knowledge of 
God,of the love'of God ; and that as long as God 
ſhall be God : and therefore , wenite &F revertamur 
ad Dominum, 


Come, 
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Come, andletusreturne tothe Lord,for hee hath 
1orye, and hee will heale us , hee hath broken, and hee 
will binde us up. 

After two dayes hee will revive us, thethird day 
hee will raiſe us up,and we ſhall live in his ſight. 


Which God of his mercy grant,&c. 
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